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Art Unit: 2161 

Response to Amendment 



This office action is in response to the amendment filed on Jan. 19, 2006. 



Claims 21-50 are pending for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 21-50, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,760,746 issued to Schneider (hereinafter referred as Schneider 746). 



Claim 21: 

Schneider 746 discloses: 

Maintaining a whois database in an Internet Domain Names Service system 
[e.g., the unit 120', Fig. 1K and associated texts, the unit 172, Fig. 1m and associated 
texts], comprising: 
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extracting a plurality of unique identifiers from an audit file, each unique 
identifier corresponding to a modified domain name record within a registrar 
database [e.g. the step 610-630, Fig(s). 6a and associated texts, the AutoSearch 
processing of Fig. 7 and associated texts]; and for each unique identifier: 

determining whether a first domain name record that corresponds to the 
unique identifier exists within the registrar database, if the first domain name 
record exists, retrieving the first domain name record from the registrar database 
[e.g., col. 13, lines 31-42; the step 626, Fig. 6a; Fig. 6b and associated texts]; 

determining whether a second domain name record that corresponds to 
the unique identifier exists within the who is database, if the second domain 
name record exists, retrieving the second domain name record from the whois 
database [e.g., col. 13, lines 21-29; col. 25, lines 27-33; the processing of 
hyperlink whois request, col. 26, lines 51-56]; 

comparing the first domain name record to the second domain name 
record [e.g., col. 13, lines 21 - 63]; and 

updating the second domain name record, within the whois database, 
based on the first domain name record [e.g., col. 35, lines 42-52; the steps: 
1010-1030, Fig. 10 and associated texts]. 



Claim 22: 

Schneider 746 further discloses: 
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The cited feature "deleting a second domain name record if the first 
corresponding domain name record does not exist", [e.g., col. 29, lines 24-30], 

Claim 23: 

Schneider 746 further discloses: 

The cited feature "adding a first domain name record to the whois database if the 
second corresponding domain name record does not exist", [e.g., col. 23, lines 10-19]. 

Claim 24: 

The cited feature - discarding duplicate unique identifiers from the plurality of 
unique identifiers -- is the nature property of unique identifier in a DSN system. 

Claim 25: 

The cited features - modified domain name record consists of an added domain 
name record, a deleted domain name record and changed domain name record - are 
inherent for any modification processing performed on a domain name data item. 

Claim 26: 

Schneider 746 further discloses: 

The cited features - using an indicator to indicate the type of add, delete and 
change processing corresponding to a unique identifier of an audit file, [e.g., the domain 
name status indicator, col. 28, lines 21-24], 
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Claim 27: 

Schneider 746 further discloses: 

The audit file includes modified domain name information associated with each 
unique identifier [e.g. the zone files, col. 6, lines 4-7]. 

Claim 28: 

Schneider '746 further discloses: 

the plurality of unique identifiers are associated with a time period [e.g., col. 34, 
line 1-16]. 

Claim 29: 

Schneider '746 further discloses: 

tagging the audit file to identify previously extracted unique identifiers [e.g., the 
Watch list, Fig. 5]. 

Claim 30: 

Schneider 746 further discloses: 

The whois database is a copy of registrar database [e.g. the local cache 172, Fig. 

1m]. 
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As to claims 31-50, these claims recite the same features as claims 21-30 in form of 
computer system and computer-readable program product, hence are rejected for the 
same reason. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed Jan. 19, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The examiner agrees with applicant arguments under 35 U.S.C. § 101, hence, 
withdrew the rejection accordingly. 

However, the examiner disagrees with applicant arguments that "Schneider is not 
directed to updating modified or deleted domain name records within a whois database 
as required by the claims". 

In reply to these spurious arguments, it is noted that the mete and bonds or the 
structure of the claimed "domain name record" is not defined in the instant specification, 
thus, it is open for reasonable art interpretation. In one embodiment, the examiner 
regards the overly broad "domain name record" as "distributed database" in a Domain 
Name System (DNS) that is automatically updated and accessed by using the DNS 
protocols to translate domain names into IP addresses" needed for transmission of 
information across the network [e.g., Schneider: col. 3, lines 25-36]. In the other 
embodiment, the examiner regards the claimed "domain name record" as "identifier 
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status cache" as disclosed by Schneider in Fig(s) 10a-b, wherein, Schneider clearly 
discloses his invention enables the transmit identifier status cache being updated with 
optional TTL throughout distributed status and the distributed status cache is a 
"WHOIS" database cache [e.g., col. 13, lines 21-29], 



Furthermore, the examiner disagrees with applicant arguments that "Schneider 
does not disclose extracting a plurality of unique identifiers each corresponding to a 
modified or deleted domain name record within a registrar database." 

In reply to these arguments, the examiner directs applicant's attention to the 
following paragraphs cited by Schneider: 

"FIG. 6a is a flowchart illustrating the steps performed for 
integrating domain name registration services with search 
services. When search service and registration service 
vendors/identifiers are retrieved in step 610 and a search 
request is received in step 614 then it may be determined in 
step 618 whether the search request includes any domain names. 
If not, then domain names are generated in step 622 from the 
search request and the status of any domain names that are 
either generated and/or provided are determined in step 
626 while retrieving search results from the selected search 
service. Results may be provided in step 63 0 from both the 
search service and/or registration service. In effect, a many- 
to-many data request system is employed by selecting and/or 
generating multiple identifiers (e.g., keywords and domain 
names) with multiple request types (e.g., search vendor and 
registration vendor) . " 

Wherein, "the steps performed for integrating domain name 
registration services with search services" are clearly being performed 
in a user modifiable configuration setting environment that determines how to process 



an input request as shown in unit 174, Fig. 5 (e.g., col. 27, lines 34-50) within a 
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registrar database [e.g., Fig. 1m]. In addition, Schneider clearly discloses the extracting 
of registration service venders/unique identifiers at step 610 and the generation of 
corresponding domain names from search request if they are not exist, determining 
domain name status while retrieving search results from the selected search service at 
step 626 and providing the integrated results back to the system at step 630 as shown 
in Fig.(s) 6 and associated Fig.(s) 7-10, such that the system can further including the 
capability to detect, generate, transmit the identifier status update with optional Time- 
To-Live (TTL) throughout distributed status cache as shown in the examples of Fig(s). 
10a-10b and associated texts. Therefore, in contrary to applicant arguments, 
Schneider clearly discloses the claimed features. 

The examiner further disagrees with applicant arguments that "Schneider does 
not disclose comparing the first domain name record to the second domain name record 
as required by the claims." 

In reply to these arguments, the examiner points out that as discussed above 
Schneider clearly discloses the updating of domain name record within the whois 
database based on the first domain name record as in Fig.(s) 6-10 and associated texts. 
Furthermore, Schneider clearly discloses his invention comprising the capability to 
provide the transmission and propagation of identifiers having an available status 
throughout a series of distributed hierarchical identifier status caches by checking 
whether a first domain identifier and type can be processed or not, if not, then generate 
a second data request that includes the first request properties, for example, the second 
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data request may have the first request identifier with the second request type or the 
first request type with the second identifier as selected from the various options (e.g., 
col. 13, lines 21 - 62), wherein the checking domain identifier and type, determining 
whether or not to process current/next data requests and then generate/selecting 
subsequent new data requests are definitely including the comparing of the first domain 
name record to the second domain name record as required by the claims. 

Therefore, based on the discussion above, the examiner maintains the same art 
rejection. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Y. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4016. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Susan Y Chen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2161 
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